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KPMG NIGHT OF TRIBUTES

IN HONOUR OF

~ 1980 - 2024 ~

Harbour Point Event Centre, Victoria Island, Lagos

Tuesday, 22 October 2024

Time: 5:00 p.m





ORDER OF PROGRAMME

1.	 ARRIVAL/ MUSICAL PRELUDE

2.	 OPENING PRAYER

3.	 WELCOME/ OPENING REMARKS

4.	 NNEKA’S BIOGRAPHY

5.	 MUSICAL RENDITION

6.	 TRIBUTES 

7.	 MUSON CHOIR MUSICAL RENDITION

8.	 TRIBUTES

9.	 KPMG MUSICAL RENDITION

10.	 TRIBUTES 

11.	 MUSICAL RENDITION

12.	 TRIBUTES

13.	 MUSON CHOIR MUSICAL RENDITION

14.	 MUSICAL RENDITION

15.	 CLOSING REMARKS/ VOTE OF THANKS

16.	 CLOSING PRAYER

17.	 FLASHLIGHT PROCESSION

18.	 DEPARTURE
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KPMG Nigeria welcomes you to this night of tributes 
organised in honour of our dearly departed Partner and 

Board Member. 

Nneka affectionately known as “Neky Mama” or “Nne” 
was a beacon of light and love, touching the lives of those 

fortunate enough to know her. At just 44 years old, her 
journey was a testament to a life lived with boundless 
energy, profound intention, and unwavering affection.

Nneka’s radiant spirit transformed the ordinary into the 
extraordinary. Her smile and boisterous laughter were pure 
joy. She lived each day with an open heart, embracing life’s 

challenges with a vivacious and inspiring spirit.

Born: 1 September 1980 | Passed: 13 September 2024

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

NNEKA CECILIA 
ELUMA



6

A Life of 
Lasting Impact
Nneka joined our firm on the 6th of October 2003 and was admitted 
into the Partnership of KPMG Nigeria on 1 October 2017. Her 
outstanding professional career of over 20 years at KPMG is a 
powerful testament to her diligence, doggedness, dexterity and 
excellence in facilitating and steering strategic partnerships and 
supporting leading organisations to achieve their strategic goals 
across diverse regions in Sub-Saharan Africa, driving sustainable 
economic growth and creating lasting impact. Nneka rose to the 
esteemed position of Partner and Non-Executive Director of the 
KPMG West Africa Board.

She was a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of 
Nigeria (ICAN). Given her role as an Audit & Assurance Partner, 
Nneka brought to bear a unique blend of discipline, professionalism, 
brilliance and emotional intelligence that endeared her to her clients 
and colleagues across different walks of life. She had a track record 
of leading financial transformations and being at the forefront of 
humanitarian initiatives. She leveraged her experience to provide 
strategic contributions to various NGOs and mentoring several 
professionals. 

Until her passing, Nneka enjoyed a stellar career at KPMG during 
which she was a key member of leadership overseeing the Financial 
Services Group and Audit Division. Nneka led complex audit 
engagements within the Financial Services Industry (FSI), including 
development banks, commercial and micro-finance banks, insurance 
companies, discount houses, finance companies, pension funds, 

and asset management firms. Additionally, she was the People 
Partner for the Audit Division. In her role as People Partner, she 
oversaw people welfare, learning and development and several 
other strategic initiatives within the Audit Division. She was a 
role model, advocate, and champion of making the workplace an 
excellent environment for team members to thrive and prosper. 
It was in recognition of this drive, that she won several awards at 
KPMG. Some of the awards that were close to her heart included 
the KPMG Audit Division Head (ADH) Award which she won in 
2016. This award recognises the most exceptional employee in the 
year and celebrates sustained outstanding performance, consistent 
dedication to excellence, and unrelenting commitment to raising the 
bar. 
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She was also proud of the “Promoting a Positive Environment” 
Award which she won in 2015 as it demonstrated her focus on 
establishing a positive workplace for her teams to excel.

During her remarkable career, Nneka functioned as guest lecturer, 
speaker, panelist, chair and moderator at different professional 
and social events such as Audit Committee Seminars, Strategy 
Workshops and Training Programmes. 

Nneka was passionate about her personal development, and this 
inspired her to attend several courses and programmes which 
shapened her professionally. She obtained an Executive MBA from 
the prestigious Lagos Business School (LBS), a feat she achieved 
while managing several client demands. This is another testament of 
her doggedness and resilience as a professional. She attended the 
global Women of the Future Summit in the UK in 2015. In her words, 
this remained the best Women Leadership event that she attended 
in her career as she had the opportunity to network and learn from 
great women in positions of leadership globally. She always had a 
glint in her eye when she describes her experience of attending a 
quintessential British tea event at the Buckingham palace during that 
Summit. Nneka will always say that she left the Summit being more 
resolute to actively contribute to creating an environment where 
talented women can flourish – key motivation for her passionate 
involvement in the KPMG Network of Women (KNOW). Nneka led 
the KNOW Work-Life Harmony (WLH) working group focused on 
providing support for and enriching the experience of women in 
KPMG.  Under her leadership, the WLH working group rolled out 
several initiatives to enhance the personal and professional growth 
of KPMG ladies. Nneka also went ahead to attend other business 
and leadership courses run by reputable institutions such as the 
Harvard Business School Course in Strategy Execution.
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In 2020, Nneka was invited by the LBS to be a member of the 
Curriculum Management and Learning Committee of the Institution. 
She accepted and functioned in this role with her usual high 
standard of dedication and excellence, as she made several value-
adding recommendations on the Committee. 

In addition to her role at LBS, Nneka was a member of the Board of 
Trustees (BoT) of the Oxbridge Tutorial College Legacy Foundation.  
In this role, she contributed to the efforts of the Foundation in 
mentoring and creating scholarship opportunities for meriting 
students who may not have the needed financial capacity to further 
their education. 

She was involved in establishing a life skills academy short-term 
programme for young ladies as well as a key resource person at 
various workshop and skill empowerment programs for vulnerable 
women and girls from different backgrounds and walks of life.

Nneka will always be remembered as an Amazon at KPMG whose 
light was brilliant, colourful and endearing. She truly made her mark 
in no small measure, leaving a legacy that will always be admired 
and respected by all.

We love you Nneka and you will be deeply missed.



HYMNS
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HYMN 1

Ave Maria
Ave Maria
Gratia plena
Maria, gratia plena
Maria, gratia plena

Ave, ave dominus
Dominus tecum
Benedicta tu in mulieribus
Et benedictus
enedictus fructus, fructus ventris
Ventristui, Jesus

Ave Maria
Ave Maria
Mater Dei
Ora pro nobis peccatoribus
Ora, ora pro nobis
Ora, ore pro nobis...

HYMN 2

Be Still My Soul
Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake  
To guide the future as, He has the past.  
Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake;  
All now mysterious shall be bright at last.  
Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know  
His voice Who ruled them while he dwelt below. 
Be still, my soul: when dearest friends depart,  
And all is darkened in the vale of tears;  
Then shalt thou better know His love, His heart,  
Who comes to soothe thy sorrows and thy fears.  
Be still, my soul: thy Jesus can repay  
From His own fullness all He takes away. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on  
When we shall be forever with the Lord,  
When disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,  
Sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.  
Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past,  
All safe and blessed, we shall meet at last. 
 
Be still, my soul: begin the song of praise  
On earth, be leaving, to Thy Lord on high;  
Acknowledge Him in all thy words and ways,  
So shall He view thee with a well pleased eye.  
Be still, my soul: the sun of life divine  
Through passing clouds shall but more brightly shine.
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HYMN 3

In Christ Alone
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! – who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied –
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine –
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life’s first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand.

HYMN 4

It Is Well With My Soul
When peace like a river attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul!”
 
It is well with my soul!
It is well, it is well with my soul!

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control,
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul.
My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to His Cross, and I bear it no more;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
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For me, be it Christ, be it Christ hence to live;
If dark hours about me shall roll,
No pang shall be mine, for in death as in life
Thou wilt whisper Thy peace to my soul.

HYMN 5

Trust and Obey
When we walk with the Lord in the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way!
While we do His good will, He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.

Not a shadow can rise, not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
Not a doubt or a fear, not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.

Not a burden we bear, not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
Not a grief or a loss, not a frown or a cross,
But is blessed if we trust and obey.

But we never can prove the delights of His love
Until all on the altar we lay;

For the favor He shows, for the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.

Then in fellowship sweet we will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
What He says we will do, where He sends we will go;
Never fear, only trust and obey.

HYMN 6

Abide with Me
 Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away.
Change and decay in all around I see.
O thou who changest not, abide with me.

I need thy presence every passing hour.
What but thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who like thyself my guide and strength can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless,
ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness.
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Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still, if thou abide with me.

Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes.
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.
Heaven’s morning breaks and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

HYMN 7

Fade, Fade Each Earthly Joy
Fade, fade each earthly joy; Jesus is mine.
Break every tender tie; Jesus is mine.
Dark is the wilderness,  Earth has no resting place,
Jesus alone can bless;  Jesus is mine.
Tempt not my soul away; Jesus is mine.
Here would I ever stay; Jesus is mine.
Perishing things of clay, Born but for one brief day,
Pass from my heart away; Jesus is mine.

Farewell, ye dreams of night; Jesus is mine.
Lost in this dawning bright; Jesus is mine.
All that my soul has tried, Left but a dismal void;
Jesus has satisfied; Jesus is mine.

Farewell, mortality; Jesus is mine.
Welcome, eternity; Jesus is mine.

Welcome, O Loved and Blest, Welcome, sweet scenes of rest,
Welcome, my Savior’s breast; Jesus is mine.

HYMN 8

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
Great is Thy faithfulness,” O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with Thee;
Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be.
 
“Great is Thy faithfulness!” “Great is Thy faithfulness!”
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—
 “Great is Thy faithfulness,” Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
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HYMN 9

Soon Ah Will Be Done
Soon ah will be don’, A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Troubles ob de worl’, De troubles ob de worl’.
Soon ah will be don’, A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Goin’ home t’live wid God.

Soon ah will be don’ A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Troubles ob de worl’, De troubles ob de worl’.
Soon ah will be don’, A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Goin’ home t’live wid God.

I wan’ t’meet my mother, I wan’ t’meet my mother,
I wan’ t’meet my mother, I’m goin’ t’live wid God.
Soon ah will be don’, A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
De worl’, de troubles ob de worl’,
De worl’, oh,

Soon ah will be don’ A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Goin’ home t’live wid God. No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’,
No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’, No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’,
I’m goin’ t’live wid God. No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’,
No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’, No more weepin’ an’ a-wailin’,
I’m goin’ t’live wid God.

Soon ah will be don’ A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
De worl’, de troubles ob de worl’, De worl’, oh,

Soon ah will be don’ A-wid de troubles ob de worl’,
Goin’ home t’live wid God.

I wan’ t’meet my Jesus,
I wan’ t’meet my Jesus,
I wan’ t’meet my Jesus,
I’m goin’ t’live wid God.
In de mornin’ Lord!
God, I’m goin’ t’live wid God.
I’m goin’ t’live wid God.

HYMN 10

Oh When The Saints
O when the saints go marching in,
O when the saints go marching in,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when the saints go marching in.

O when the sun refused to shine,
O when the sun refused to shine,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when the sun refused to shine.

O when they crown him Lord of all,
O when they crown him Lord of all,
O Lord, I want to be in that number
when they crown him Lord of all.
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HYMN 11

Steal Away to Jesus
Refrain:
Steal away, steal away,
steal away to Jesus!
Steal away, steal away home,
I ain’t got long to stay here.

My Lord, He calls me,
He calls me by the thunder;
The trumpet sounds within my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]

Green trees are bending,
Poor sinners stand a trembling;
The trumpet sounds within my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]

My Lord, He calls me,
He calls me by the lightning;
The trumpet sounds within my soul;
I ain’t got long to stay here. [Refrain]

HYMN 12

Hold the Fort

Ho, my comrades! see the sig¬nal
Wav¬ing in the sky!
Reinforcements now ap¬pear¬ing,
Vic¬to¬ry is nigh.

Hold the fort, for I am com¬ing,
Je¬sus sig¬nals still;
Wave the an¬swer back to Hea¬ven,
By Thy grace we will.

See the migh¬ty host ad¬vanc¬ing,
Sa¬tan lead¬ing on;
Mighty ones around us fall¬ing,
Cour¬age al¬most gone!

See the glo¬ri¬ous ban¬ner wav¬ing!
Hear the trum¬pet blow!
In our lead¬er’s name we tri¬umph
Ov¬er ev’ry foe.

Fierce and long the bat¬tle rag¬es,
But our help is near;
Onward comes our great com¬mand¬er,
Cheer, my com¬rades, cheer!



PHOTO SPLASH
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Family
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Nneka the 
Business Professional
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Nneka the 
People Partner
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Nneka the 
Power-Dresser
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Nneka the 
Sports Lady
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Nneka the 
Limelight Queen
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Nneka the 
Dancer



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



TRIBUTES



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



A Life of
Lasting

Impact



APPRECIATION

We would like to thank everyone for the condolence 
calls, visits, prayers, letters and other kind expressions of 

sympathy shown following Nneka’s sad passing.

Your support at this difficult time is very much appreciated 
and of great comfort to us. 

KPMG


